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PIET’s 10th Summer
Peacebuilding Institute
SPI 2008 opened May 23rd, with a late
Taizé candlelight prayer service. Twentytwo weary international guests arrived at
Church of the Savior in Knoxville, Tennessee, after a full day of classes and a
seven-hour drive. Perhaps it was the luck
of the draw, perhaps it was the corporate
interfaith prayer, or perhaps both, but the
service was the prelude to one of the best
SPI gatherings in the 10-year history of the
event. It seems that every year the participants are more mature and engaged than
the year before. This year our guests represented South Korea, India, Indonesia,
Vietnam, Myanmar, Nepal, and the Philippines in Asia; Lebanon and Palestine in
the Middle East; Nigeria, Rwanda,
Uganda, and Egypt in Africa; Colombia
and Argentina in South America; and
Boulder, Colorado in North America. Our
own community representation included
Baha’is, Buddhists, Hindus, Muslims, and
Christians. This rich mix of cultures and
religions was deeply moving. The common bond we all shared, our commitment
to peace, found expression in myriad ways
through the ministries and projects of all
the participants.
The most meaningful experience for many
of SPI’s participants is probably staying
with local families. This provides opportunities for guests and hosts to experience
a different culture and share hopes and
dreams. But the other parts of the Institute
also offer chances to experience intercultural and interfaith community: sharing
peace concerns in the Saturday night discussion of Peace Issues; visiting nine local
churches and Baha’i meeting on Sunday
morning; joining in games on Sunday
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afternoon; and breaking bread together for
three days.
Eighteen of the twenty-two international
guests expressed interest in affiliating with
Peacebuilding Institute of East Tennessee
(PIET) for the purpose of replicating the
organization in manners appropriate to
their own countries. PIET is currently following up on these requests and will include them on our website,
www.peacebuildinginstitute.org, as affiliates develop their own organizations to
meet the peace needs of their own cultures. We pray that this will contribute to
spreading a culture of peace to every country in our violence-weary world. We have
faith that it is, indeed, happening already.

Correspondence
From: Nell Levin
Subject: You Tube video
Date: Wednesday, June 11, 2008
We have just posted a video of a song I
wrote on You Tube called “Don't Blow Up
The Mountain,” about mountaintop removal. Here's the link:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CddjK
EVeos0
Please check it out, make comments and
pass it along. Feel free to post it on your
website also.
Thanks a lot,
Nell Levin, Coordinator, Tennessee Alliance for Progress
ICS Peace Memo is published bi-monthly by the Institutes for Christian Spirituality
(www.christianspirituality.org). Available through
online subscription. All material ©, however distribution – with attribution – is encouraged. Email questions
and comments to peacememo@yahoo.com
Publisher: Jim Foster, Editor: Victoria Medaglia
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In May we received a communication from
Doug Hunt, Chair of the Justice Team of
Church of the Savior, United Church of
Christ, Knoxville, TN, requesting information about the PIET program. Following is
our reply:
Dear Doug,
I first want to thank you and the Justice
Team for your response to John Lackey's
presentation and for recommending
Peacebuilding Institute of East Tennessee
for a current donation from the team's
funds and a slot on the schedule of 2nd
mile gifts. We do get a lot done for a relatively few dollars, but our financial limitations have imposed some difficulties for us
from time to time. The COS provision will
make a difference in what we are able to
accomplish. Thank you.
You had relayed a request through John
for a list of PIET events. This will vary a
bit from year to year, but in 2008 the
events will have included:
February 1 & 2 -- PIET Winter Workshop,
Teaching Nonviolence -- This is an annual
workshop targeting teachers in public and
private schools in the area. Continuing
education credit is available to teachers
through this workshop.
February 23 -- PIET made the logistical
arrangements for the Counter Recruitment
Counselor Training all-day session with
Bill Galvin of the Center for Conscience
and War.
March 11 & 13 -- God's Healing Strategy
-- a 2-part, 6-hour workshop led by Michael and Lorri Hardin of Preaching
Peace. (http://www.preachingpeace.org/)
March 14-15 -- Nonviolent Atonement -an intensive day-long workshop presented
by Michael Hardin of Preaching Peace;
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Tony Barlett, theologian from Bexley Hall
Seminary (Episcopal) in New York State;
and Sharon Baker, theologian from Messiah College (Church of the Brethren) in
Pennsylvania.
May 23-26 -- Summer Peacebuilding Institute. This is an annual event where we
bring in peacebuilders from around the
world for an intensive 3 days of person-toperson interaction and networking with
peacebuilders here. This year we had 22
international guests, 3 of whom participated in the Issues class and worship here
at COS on the 25th. From the 22 we have
18 who signed agreements to replicate the
work of PIET in their countries. Of particular note are those from Columbia,
Lebanon, Myanmar, and Vietnam. We
provide organizational guidance and
a place on our website,
www.peacebuildinginstitute.org and, in
some instances, limited financial
help. These will be in addition to the affiliates we already have in about 75 other
countries. We also are just beginning to
replicate our Knoxville organization in
Atlanta, Georgia and Boulder, Colorado.
October 25 & November 1 -- Fall Peacemakers' Conference -- This is an annual
event the purpose of which is to provide
training for local peacemakers in some
aspect of peace-building. This year's
theme is Exploring Nonviolent Living.
Another area of interest is Nonviolent
Communication. We currently have a
practice group of about 10 persons committed to learning this discipline. Three
members of the PIET organization will be
going for facilitator training and certification later this year and next year. Our plan
is to begin offering workshops in nonviolent communication to churches,
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schools and other groups early next
year. We anticipate that this will likely
become a major focus of the organization.

ings or by email or phone. May God bless
us all with his/her peace!
Jim Foster

We also have three persons in PIET who
are making plans to provide youth leadership training and youth program materials
in peacemaking to churches and camps
throughout the region. Our Atlanta affiliate is already working in this area as is our
affiliate in Nigeria. We will be incorporating some of their resources in our own
programs, resources which we helped
them to develop over the past year.

Note to readers of ICS Peace Memo: As
PIET has had opportunities to respond to
new possibilities for promoting peace both
locally and around the world, it has been
our practice to respond first and then try
to figure out how we will pay for it. This is
becoming an increasingly difficult practice
to sustain as these opportunities proliferate. The 2008 Summer Peacebuilding Institute alone cost us over
$1,300 more than we had in the bank. But,
as a volunteer organization, we do not
have time, energy, or expertise to engage
in serious fundraising, thus making support such as that offered by Church of the
Savior both a welcome and an essential
initiative. We are loathe to cut back our
peacebuilding initiatives but may find it
necessary to do so in the future, unless
other churches and individuals come forward with additional financial resources.
Thank you for considering how you may
be able to join other peacebuilders in making PIET programs financially viable.
Contributions to PIET are tax deductible
and may be made to “PIET”, 204 Busbee
Road, Knoxville, TN 37920. --Ed.

PIET is an interfaith organization that includes Christians (Protestants & Catholics), Muslims, Baha'i's, Hindus, and Buddhists both here and among our affiliates. We are an inclusive organization in
every sense of the word. In the Knoxville
area, 10 churches (and other religious
groups) regularly participate in PIET's
programs, a number which we
are attempting to significantly increase. All of our participants are volunteers, some of whom are virtually fulltime. Seven COS members are in leadership positions with PIET.
We publish bi-monthly an online newsletter, ICS Peace Memo, which generally
runs to more than a dozen pages of information on current and future events, interesting facts and commentary relevant to
peace, and reports on recent events both
here and in other areas in which we have
affiliates. It is currently being sent online
to almost 800 persons locally who have
either participated or are currently participating in one or more of our programs.
I think this pretty well sums up the current
state of the organization. I will be pleased
to answer any additional questions you
may have either at our Justice Team meet-

Check Out These Web Sites!
www.ChristianSpirituality.org Institutes
for Christian Spirituality is a non-profit
corporation encompassing a number of
related ministries, all concerned with fostering a deeper spirituality in the lives of
individuals. They seek to formulate clearly
and incisively the deep truths of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to facilitate ecumenical dialogue on the faith and practice
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of spirituality as it is practiced by both
Christians and other God-seekers.
www.PeacebuildingInstitute.org World
Citizenship Institute is committed to the
proposition that we are all children of God
by virtue of our creation by God, and that
we are therefore brothers and sisters in the
world-wide human family, whatever our
race, nationality, or religion may be. WCI
is a peacebuilding organization.
www.PaulaLarke.com Performances and
workshops to excite children, teens, and
adults with motivation, creativity, and a
healthy dose of consciousness raising. She
uses stories and songs to illustrate Biblical
and universally spiritual principles.
www.CNVC.org Center for Nonviolent
Communication. A global organization
helping people connect compassionately
with themselves and one another through
Nonviolent Communication language, created by Marshall B. Rosenberg, Ph.D.
(nonreligious)
www.PreachingPeace.org Nonviolent
Atonement. They are seeking to discern
the will of God on both a macro and a micro level, on both an objective and a subjective plane. In short, they seek wholeness (shalom), the peace that is ours in the
gospel of the God of Peace revealed in the
Prince of Peace.
www.AtlPeace.org The "Atlanta: City of
Peace" program encompasses seven major
projects in Atlanta: The Global Peace
Academy, The Global Peace Concert, The
Global Peace Flight, The Global Peace
Garden, The Global Peace Museum, The
Global Peace Tower, and The Global
Peace Walk. The organization has its roots
in the peace work of Martin Luther King,
Jr. and is seeking to make Atlanta, Georgia
a center for international peace efforts.

July, 2008

www.ProtectOurFuture.org This is a
World Citizenship Institute affiliate in Nigeria, West Africa, directed by Imoh
Colins. The focus of the organization is
formation of Peace Clubs in the schools of
Nigeria, and the training of teachers for
the teaching of peace in their classrooms.
www.InfoPlease.com/countries This is a
comprehensive collection of geographic,
demographic and political data on all the
countries in the world--a helpful resource
for those with an interest in world peace.
(nonreligious)
www.LivingInPeace.org Dedicated to
promoting the belief that inner peace is the
beginning of world peace and offering
universal truths to help people achieve inner peace. (nonreligious)
www.MoreToLife.org More To Life
courses teach practical tools and skills that
help you connect with your best self
whenever you choose and grasp more of
the creative possibilities in every life situation. (nonreligious)
Better World Links -- 30,000 By Categories A well-organized assembly of links
to information and action for a better
world, maintained by Norbert. (nonreligious)
Peacebuilding Organization Links
These are links to Peacebuilding organizations around the world collected by the
Peacebuilding Institute of East Tennessee.
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WORLD CITIZENSHIP CREED
As a citizen of the world...
I BELIEVE in the dignity of all humanity, that each person is a being of supreme
worth.
I BELIEVE in the wholeness of the human race, undivided by economic, cultural, racial, sexual or national differences.
I BELIEVE in the stewardship of life and resources to the end that all may mutually
benefit from the earth's bounty and that no person may have to go without
food or shelter.
I BELIEVE in the primacy of human relationships as a person committed and responsible to other persons, regardless of their economic status, race, creed or
nationality.
I BELIEVE in the global community, interdependent and mutually responsible for
our physical and social environments.
I BELIEVE that we are One World and affirm that I am a citizen of this world. My
allegiance to it and its people, my brothers and sisters, is primary over all
other political entities.
I AM, therefore, committed to the promotion and care of the whole of humanity
without partiality or prejudice and with such resources as I have at my command, both within and without.
I HEREWITH AFFIRM that I wish, as much as I possibly can, to base my actions on
my beliefs and thus contribute to a world where justice and compassion rule
and where greed and hatred are diminished.
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THE SPARROW SINGS
This is a flyer we pass out to people
whenever we are in public areas:
WAR IS TERRORISM AND LEADS TO MORE
INSECURITY. WAR IS NOT POSSIBLE IF YOU
REFUSE TO FIGHT.
TO TERRORIZE THE TERRORISTS DOES NOT
END TERRORISM SINCE THEN YOU TOO
BECOME A TERRORIST.
WAR CAUSES MORE SUFFERING THAN IT
RELIEVES. IT DESTROYS BOTH THE
INVADED AND THE
INVADERS, PHYSICALLY, MENTALLY AND
SPIRITUALLY.
BEING A CHRISTIAN MEANS LOVING ONE'S
ENEMIES AND DOING GOOD TO THEM, NOT
KILLING OR MAIMING THEM, EVEN IF THE
STATE ORDERS YOU TO DO SO. YOU DO
NOT DESTROY EVIL BY KILLING THE
EVILDOERS.
CHRIST TOLD US THAT LOVING ONE'S
ENEMIES AND DOING GOOD TO THEM IS
OUR ONLY PROTECTION, OUR SALVATION.
ONLY LOVE WILL DESTROY EVIL.
THE SMARTEST MAN, ALBERT
EINSTEIN, WAS A PACIFIST REFUSING TO
FIGHT AND REGRETTED INVENTING THE
BOMB.
JESUS CHRIST, M. GANDHI, MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., BISHOP DESMOND
TUTU, ARCHBISHOP ROMERO, DOROTHY
DAY AND SO MANY OTHERS ALL STATED
THE NECESSITY TO BE NONVIOLENT AND
REFUSED TO HARM ANOTHER FOR ANY
REASON.
THERE ARE NUMEROUS WAYS TO HELP
YOUR COUNTRY. ONE EXAMPLE WOULD
BE TO HELP OTHERS IN THE WORLD
SUFFERING FROM HUNGER AND
HOMELESSLESS. HELPING OTHER NATIONS
WILL BE CREATING FRIENDSHIPS WITH
OTHERS NATIONS, THUS ALSO HELPING
YOUR OWN NATION.
THE MILITARY IS WASTING OUR
RESOURCES, THE MOST VALUABLE OF

July, 2008

WHICH IS OUR YOUNG PEOPLE. THE
MILITARY COSTS US OVER A TRILLION
DOLLARS TO DESTROY PEOPLE AND
PROPERTY IN OTHER NATIONS, AND IT
COSTS EVEN MORE TO RESTORE AND
REBUILD THE NATIONS THE MILITARY
INVADED.
WE COULD ELIMINATE POVERTY IN THE
WORLD WITH THE MONEY WE SPEND ON
THE MILITARY IN ONE YEAR. -UNICEF
"A HERO IS ONE WHO MAKES HIS/HER
ENEMY A FRIEND." - The Talmud A HERO
DOES NOT HATE OR HURT ANOTHER. A
HERO IS COURAGEOUS ENOUGH TO LOVE
EVERONE, AND DO GOOD TO THOSE WHO
HARM HIM/HER.
SINCE WORLD WAR II THE U.S. INVADED
MANY COUNTRIES FOR THE SAKE OF
INSTILLING DEMOCRACY IN THEM. NONE
OF THESE COUNTRIES NOW ARE BEACONS
OF DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS. ALL
REMAIN POOR AND HAVE TROUBLE
PROVIDING THE BARE MINIMUMS FOR
THEIR CITIZENS.
“I SPENT 33 YEARS AND 4 MONTHS IN
ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE. AND DURING
THAT PERIOD I SPENT MOST OF MY TIME
BEING A HIGH-CLASS MUSCLE MAN FOR
BIG BUSINESS, FOR WALL STREET AND
FOR THE BANKERS. IN SHORT, I WAS A
RACKETEER, A GANGSTER FOR
CAPITALISM … I HELPED MAKE MEXICO
SAFE FOR AMERICAN OIL INTERESTS IN
1914. I HELPED MAKE HAITI AND CUBA A
DECENT PLACE FOR THE NATIONAL CITY
BANK BOYS TO COLLECT REVENUE IN. I
HELPED PURIFY NICARAGUA FOR THE
INTERNATIONAL BANKING HOUSE OF
BROWN BROS. I BROUGHT LIGHT TO THE
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC FOR AMERICAN
SUGAR INTERESTS IN 1916. I HELPED MAKE
HONDURAS 'RIGHT' FOR AMERICAN FRUIT
COMPANIES IN 1903 … I MIGHT HAVE
GIVEN AL CAPONE A FEW HINTS.” -Major
General Smedley Butler, USMC, New York
Times, Aug. 1931

-- Don Timmerman
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Interesting Facts
Memorial Day is actually NOT a day to
pray for US troops who died in action, but
rather a day set aside by Congress to pray
for peace. The 1950 Joint Resolution of
Congress which created Memorial Day
says: "Requesting the President to issue a
proclamation designating May 30, Memorial Day, as a day for a Nation-wide prayer
for peace." (64 Statute 158)
In World War I, 116,000 U.S. soldiers
were killed, AND 8,000,000 soldiers from
other countries and perhaps another
8,000,000 civilians also died. In World
War II, about 408,000 U.S. soldiers were
killed, AND worldwide at least another
20,000,000 soldiers and civilians were
killed. More than 58,000 Americans died
in the Vietnam War. Over 150,000 committed suicide. Civilians? The U.S. has
used its armed forces abroad over 230
times, over 60 times since World War II,
according to the Dept. of the Navy Historical Center.
The U.S. has finally admitted that some of
the weapons brought into Iraq were not
from Iran. They were actually from the
U.S., which is the biggest supplier of
weapons in the world.
Up to 700 people were arrested in the recent immigration raid in Postville Iowa;
270 of them were sentenced to 5 months in
jail. Up to 83 immigrants have died while
in US custody. – Democracy Now, 5/13/08
The U.S. government has injected hundreds of immigrants with dangerous psychotropic drugs against their will to keep
them sedated during their trip being deported back to their home countries. –
Washington Post, 5/14/08
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In 1948, some 700,000 Palestinians were
expelled from their homes, and their land
was given over to the Israelis. There has
been no peace since then between the Palestinians and Israel.
Some 2,500 total youths are in jail in Iraq,
Afghanistan and Guantánamo Bay–
Democracy Now, 5/15/08
The U.S. is illegally holding more Iraqis in
prison than ever before – 24,700 – and is
expanding its facilities to accommodate
another 10,000. The Iraqi government is
holding 25,000 Iraqis in jail, bringing the
total number of prisoners to almost
51,000. – Global Policy Forum
About 91,600 Iraqis were paid with U.S.
tax money in exchange for not fighting. –
Harper’s Index, May 2008
After World War II, the Japanese were
spared having to serve in any wars. The
Japanese Constitution (written by Americans) says war is not the Japanese national
doctrine for resolving international disputes or for ensuring their national security. They have had 60 years of peace. To
those who say the reason the Japanese
have not had to go to war is that the U.S.
has taken the role of defending Japan, the
Japanese replied, "Attack from whom?
From those the U.S. threatens? Let us live
in peace, and our example will hopefully
make the entire world more peaceful." –
Ann Wright, co-author of Dissent: Voices
of Conscience
There are 630 U.S. corporations on the
payroll of the Pentagon. It has been shown
that $1.8 billion in Iraqi assets were mishandled. The U.S. occupation authorities
early in the conflict with Iraq could not
account for the disbursement of $8.8 billion in Iraqi oil money and seized assets.
Some 70% of our intelligence budget
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money goes to private contractors. –
Pentagon Auditors
The U.S. military gave a total of $134.8
million in payments to its allies in the Iraq
invasion. From April 2001 to June 2006
the Army made 183,486 commercial and
other payments from field offices in Kuwait and Egypt, for a total of $10.7 billion
of tax money. In one instance, a U.S.
Treasury check for $5,674,075 was written
to pay a company called Al Kasid Specialized Vehicles Trading Co. in Baghdad for
items that a voucher does not even describe. – New York Times, 5/23/08
Cuba wants answers from the Bush administration on allegations that a top U.S.
diplomat in Havana ferried money from an
anti-Castro exile group in Miami to opposition figures in Cuba. The cash is said to
have come from Santiago Alvarez, who
was once convicted in the U.S. for conspiring to collect military-style weapons to
overthrow Cuba's government. –
Democracy Now 5/23/08
The Bush administration wants to have
permanent U.S. military bases in Iraq and
is planning to upgrade a 37 square mile
U.S. military base just 35 miles from the
Iranian border. - FCNL, 5/13/08
Israel's Army Radio reported that President Bush intends to launch a military
strike against Iran before the end of his
term.
Nearly 10,000 Palestinians, including
women and children, have been abducted
and languish in Israeli prisons, many without charge or trial. Some 30 Palestinian
parliamentarians elected by the people are
also imprisoned by Israelis. – Newsmax,
5/20/08
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The U.S. rightfully criticizes the Myanmar
government for not allowing NGOs into
the country to help the victims of the cyclone. However, the U.S. did not allow
Cuban doctors or financial aid from Venezuela into this country to help the Katrina
victims. Some of the aid supplied by
European countries for the victims was
never distributed and rotted in warehouses.
Let's take the board out of our eyes. – Don
Timmerman
Researchers estimate that foreign mining
companies in Tanzania have earned about
$2.5 billion from exports, but Tanzania
only records about $100 million from gold
earnings. Tanzania, one of the most impoverished countries in the world, is losing
more than $400 billion from tax concessions and tax evasion (non-payment of
corporate tax and waivers on income tax
on expatriate workers). – NewsNotes,
May-June 2008
There are 27 million slaves worldwide.
The U.S. State Dept. estimates that 17,500
slaves are brought into the U.S. each year.
An estimated 50,000 slaves are forced to
work as prostitutes, farm workers and domestic servants in the U.S. – Kevin Bales,
author of Ending Slavery: How We Free
Today's Slaves and Free the Slaves organization
The U.S. military is asking for $3.69 billion for all fuels, a $2.2 billion increase
over their initial request for fiscal year
2009. The military uses more fuel than any
other industry in the US. – Army Times
The U.S. refused to join 100 other governments in Dublin, Ireland, to attend talks
on banning cluster bombs. Russia, China,
Israel, India, and Pakistan also stayed
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away from the talks. – Democracy Now,
5/20/08
NOTES FROM TAMARACK
COTTAGE: Faith is believing something
to be true without being able to see it or
prove it at the time it is being said. Spring
is a time to bolster people of faith. In the
middle of winter I point to areas in my
yard where I planted peonies. A stranger
would look at the barren, frozen ground
and say that I am crazy. The same stranger
would look at the tall, brown, thin spires
of bedraggled coniferous trees bordering
both sides of the road, and ask why the
dead trees are not cut down. When I say
the trees are tamarack trees and even
though there are no needles on them they
will grow new, soft, sage green needles in
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the spring and be beautiful. Again I would
be deemed crazy. When I say in this violent, war-torn time that I believe we are
designed to be people living in peace with
our brothers and sisters around the world, I
would also be deemed crazy. Today, all
the peonies I planted are up and growing
profusely. The beauty of the soft, sage
green of the tamarack trees are bordering
the road and lift my spirit. Peace has not
come to fruition, but I have faith that it
will be so. Peace, Roberta
THE SPARROW SINGSDon and Roberta
N15878 Tamarack Rd.
Park Falls WI 54552
(715)762-8239 don2roberta@yahoo.com
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

When

Who

What

July 12
9:30 AM

PIET

Planning Meeting

September 13
9:30 AM

PIET

Planning Meeting

October 18
9:30 AM
Oct. 25-26 and
November 1-2
November 8
9:30 AM

PIET

Planning Meeting

PIET
PIET

Fall Peacemakers
Conference
Planning Meeting

December 13
9:30 AM

PIET

Planning Meeting

January 10,
9:30 AM

PIET

Planning Meeting

February 2009

PIET

May 2009

PIET

Teaching Nonvioence Workshop
2009 Summer Peacebuilding Institute

Where
Panera Bread
N. Peters Rd.
Knoxville
Panera Bread
N. Peters Rd.
Knoxville
TBA
TBA
Panera Bread
N. Peters Rd.
Knoxville
Panera Bread
N. Peters Rd.
Knoxville
Panera Bread
N. Peters Rd.
Knoxville
TBA
Various locations TBA

Details
Planning for Fall
Peacemakers Conf.
Planning for Fall
Peacemakers Conf.
Rehearsal for Fall
Peacemakers Conf.
Exploring Nonviolent Living
Planning, Winter
“Teaching Nonviolence” Workshop
Planning, Winter
“Teaching Nonviolence” Workshop
Planning, Winter
“Teaching Nonviolence” Workshop
Workshop for
teachers & parents
Gathering of
peacebuilders from
around the world

